Program Notes
*These notes are the composer’s and have been taken directly from the score of 
Cajun Folk Songs*

Cajuns are descendants of the Acadians, a group of early French colonists who began settling in Acadia (now Nova Scotia) around 1604.  In 1755 they were driven out by the British, eventually resettling in South Louisiana.  Today there are nearly a million French-speaking descendants of the Acadians living in Louisiana and parts of Texas, preserving many of the customs, traditions, stories, and songs of their ancestors.  

Although a rich Cajun folksong tradition exists, the music has become increasingly commercialized and Americanized throughout the twentieth century, obscuring its original simplicity and directness.  In response to this trend, Alan and John Lomax traveled to South Louisiana in 1934 to collect and record numerous Cajun folksongs in the field for the Archive of Folk Music in the Library of Congress.  By doing so, they helped to preserve Cajun music in its original form as a pure and powerful expression of Louisiana French Society.  

“La Belle et le Capitaine” and “Belle” can both be heard in their original versions on the Lomax recordings (Swallow LP-8003-2, Swallow Records Co., Ville Platte, Louisiana).  “La Belle et le Capitaine” tells the story of a young girl who feigns death to avoid being seduced by a captain.  Its Dorian melody is remarkably free, shifting back and forth between duple and triple meters.  In this arrangement the melody is stated three times.  The third time an original countermelody is added in the flutes, oboe, clarinet, and trumpet.  

“Belle” is about a man who goes away to Texas only to receive word of his sweetheart’s illness, forcing him to return to Louisiana.  Finding her unconscious upon his return, he pawns his horse to try to save her, to no avail.  The folk melody is sometimes varied rhythmically, texturally, and coloristically, and an original melody (see mm.12-21) is added for variety.

Cajun Folk Songs is composed as a tribute to the people of the old Cajun folksong culture with hopes that their contributions will not be forgotten.  The work is dedicated to the Murchison Middle School Band, Austin, Texas, Cheryl Floyd, Director, who commissioned the work and gave its premiere on May 22, 1990.  
